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situation.12 Failure to learn may be due to lack of power
to learn. It may also be due chiefly or partially to the
retarding influences of anxiety, fear, or inferiority feeling.
The significance to the child of the thing to be learned, the
want of interest, the effect of fatigue, and the clarity of
directions all enter into the learning situation.
An emotional disturbance, too, will interfere with learn-
ing in certain situations. In an experimental study 13 of
preschool children's learning of simple xvords emotional
factors clearly influenced the daily records. For example,
on the morning that one child came to school crying, his
record was very poor. Another child who had been so
naughty at home that his mother had refused to kiss him
good*by took a longer time that day to learn the words and
made twice as many errors as in the previous periods.
At any time, in any situation, a single act never occurs
in isolation. Its meaning is determined by its setting In
the total situation. The total situation includes not only
the external environment, but also the way the child per-
ceives this environment which is, in turn, influenced by his
previous experience, his bodily condition, and the instruc-
tion and guidance he has had.
Learning is fascinating to the preschool child.    Adults
sometimes do not realize this and allow their own degen-
erated attitude toward work to influence the child's natural
enthusiasm for useful activity and his interest in learning.
Many activities which are useful are likewise pleasurable.
A child is usually interested in learning anything that con-
is For a thorough psychological explanation of learning see the following:
Arthur I. Gates, Psychology for Students of Education (revised ed.), Chap-
ters VIII through XII.   New York: The Macmillan Company, 1931.
H. L. Hollingworth, Psychology, Its Facts and Principles, Chapters XII,
XIII, XIV. New York: D/Appleton and Company, 1928.
K. Koffka, Principles of Gestalt Psychology, Chapters XII, XIII. New York:
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1935.
E. L. Thorndike, Fundamentals of Learning. New York: Teachers College,
Columbia University, 1932.
Robert S. Woodworth, Psychology (third edition), Chapters X, XI, XII.
New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1934.
is Lois Hayden Meek, A Study of Learning and Retention in Young
Children. New York: Teachers College, Columbia University, 1925.

